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• Special district created in 1949 

• Sonoma County Board of Supervisors serve as Sonoma 
Water Board of Directors 

• Water supply to cities and water districts in Sonoma and 
Marin counties serving over 600,000 people 

• Flood control 

• Wastewater collection and treatment 

• Hydropower/Carbon Free Water 



  
 

 

 

RUSSIAN RIVER AS A 
WATER SOURCE 

Lake Mendocino 

Lake Sonoma 





  
 

   

Lake Mendocino, 2021 
(South boat ramp) 

Lake Sonoma, 2021 
(Yorty Creek) 















   

        

         
           
      

          
     

2021 Temporary Urgency Change Petition 

OVERVIEW: 

• Current order approving temporary changes to the upper Russian River expires 
July 26 

• Water year classification be temporarily changed from Dry to Critical, reducing 
the minimum instream flow requirement in lower Russian River from 85 cubic 
feet per second (CFS) to 35 CFS 

• Reduce diversions from the Russian River between July 1 and October 31 by 
20 percent compared to last year 



   
  

20% Cut in Russian River 
Diversions, Pumping 



  Water Savings Requested 





   

  

    

Resources: 

Water supply, drought updates: 

www.sonomawater.org 

Water conservation program, tips: 

www.savingwaterpartnership.org 

Sonoma County Energy Independence Program: 

www.sonomacountyenergy.force.com 

http://www.sonomawater.org/
http://www.savingwaterpartnership.org/
http://www.sonomacountyenergy.force.com/
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